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From First Steps to Potty Training There is no greater fulfillment a parent can receive than the

upturned face of a toddler, eyes speaking wonders and a face of confidence in discovering a brand

new world with Mom and Dad. In just over a year, the helpless infant emerges as a little moving,

talking, walking, exploratory person marked by keen senses, clear memory, quick perceptions and

unlimited energy. He emerges into a period of life know affectionately as the Toddler Years. How

ready are you for this new experience?The toddler years are the learning fields and you need a

trustworthy guide to take you through the unfolding maze of your child's developing world.Â On

Becoming ToddlerwiseÂ is a tool chest of workable strategies and ideas that multiplies your child's

learning opportunities in a loving and nurturing way. This resource is as practical as it is

informative.Â Come join 26 year Pediatrician Dr. Robert Bucknam, M.D. and co-author Gary Ezzo,

M.A. and the community of 6 million homes in all 50 states and around the world, from first steps to

potty training made easy, as you find peace and success with your children in theÂ On

BecomingÂ best selling series!Â 
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As a physician and a mother, I have found the Babywise/Toddlerwise/Childwise series to be

extremely helpful for raising and training my children! As an aside, I raised my daughter using the

principles in Babywise. I nursed her for 8 months, and never experienced difficulty with optimal

weight gain. My daughter slept through the night at 9 weeks, and was a happy baby. I am often

complemented by friends and work colleagues about how well-behaved my children are, and I owe



much of that to the Ezzo texts for teaching me some practical things about child-rearing.For those of

you with children between 2 and 3, you may find further useful information in the next edition,

Childwise (ages 3-7). There was not as much information in the Toddlerwise edition about

controlling/preventing certain behaviors (e.g., tantrums), but I found a wealth of information in the

Childwise edition.I will say that I felt the potty training section in Toddlerwise was less helpful to me.

I did purchase their recommended text, Toilet Training in Less Than a Day (also recommended by

Dr. Phil), and found it to be inspiring, but somewhat disappointing.For the contemplative parent, who

is considering this purchase:Yes, there is a foundation based on Biblical principle, with practical

applications. If you find offense in Bible-based theories, then don't bother with the Ezzo series,

because you lack the foundation on which to build these principles. If you are the type of parent that

seeks to be "an equal partner" with your child, don't bother. The principles presented in the Ezzo

texts will continually challenge your parenting philosophy.

Most of the 1-star reviewers feels that the methods of this book is abusive and restricting - I think

that's complete rubbish.Having a routine and structure with your kids does not mean you are loving

them less, abusing their creativity/freedom, and abusing them in the name of discipline. In fact, the

book advocates different types of playtime: roomtime being an independent playtime in a room, free

time being a time where the child gets to choose what he wants to do, structured playtime being a

time when a parents chooses the activity, and playtimes with family members. Which one of these

sound abusive or restrictive? When the child grows old enough to go to school, what do parents

think happen? The teachers choose the activities and there will be a disciplinary guideline that your

children will follow, so how is this book anything different?Also, when it comes to handling curious

toddlers who get into everything, the book suggests substitution over restriction and distraction.

Substitution as defined in the book is to offer an equally desirable experience similar to the original

one that caught the toddler's attention, but the location and time will be decided by mom. An

example in the book, a child gets into the dog bowl and splashes the water. The alternate

substitution for this behavior would be to give the toddler a clean bowl of water on the patio and let

the child have at it. Again, what about this is abusive or restrictive?I also see one reviewer comment

on the sample schedule in the book (she gives a paraphrased version in her review). The problem

with this reader is that she is not keeping in mind that this is an example routine that ONE mom

used for her kids.
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